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1. How does Jamie’s parents’ divorce influence her ideas about love?  
 

2. Jamie tells Silvestro that “Americans don’t take marriage too seriously.” Do you 
think this is true? And compared to other cultures?  

 
3. In America children are raised to be independent. In Italy it’s often the opposite. 

What are the pros and cons of each?  
 

4. What did you think about the secret revealed about Lucrezia in the end? Did you 
see it coming? How does it change (or not) your opinion of Giovanni? 

 
5. Does Jamie’s feelings of displacement in Italy remind you of experiences you’ve 

had in foreign countries? How?  
 

6. How does wine serve as a metaphor for love?  
 

7. “I’ll take care of it,” Giovanni always tells Jamie in his authoritative way. How 
does Jamie react when he admits to deep insecurities? Do women put men up on 
pedestals? Do we want to be protected? Why?  

 
8. Jamie never discloses what happened with the CEO in Seoul. Do you think she 

should have?  
 

9. Jamie quits her job, moves to New York, gets entangled in the vineyard, and feels 
as if she’s losing herself. Must one lose oneself in order to truly love? Do you feel 
as if you’ve lost part of the person you once were?  

 
10. Is it possible to ever really know the person you love? Will you always be 

speaking in different languages?  
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11. What did you learn from the book that you didn’t already know about the cultural 
differences between Americans and Italians?  

 
12. What do the vines and the vineyard represent for Giovanni?  

 
13. Do you think women quit corporate jobs because they can’t straddle it with family 

and stress? Or is it something else?  
 

14. Jamie fails at her job in Korea and yet is promoted. Failing and trying again is 
part of the American entrepreneurial spirit, Giovanni tells her, where in Italy 
failure is not an option. What other eye-opening experiences have you had with 
other cultures?  

 
15. Of all the themes in the novel—love, commitment, career, country, growth and 

acceptance—which one do you think is overriding?  
 

16. Do you think this couple is going to make it?  
 


